An autochthonous confirmed case of Rickettsia parkeri rickettsiosis in Uruguay.
Rickettsia parkeri, a member of the spotted fever group (SFG) rickettsiae, was first confirmed as an etiological agent of human rickettsiosis in 2004. Nearly all cases are characterized by an inoculation eschar, and no fatalities have been reported. In Uruguay, probable human cases of R. parkeri infection (confused initially with R. conorii infection) have been described since 1990 using the clinical name "cutaneous-ganglionar" rickettsiosis. This is the only tick-borne rickettsiosis reported in the country. A single case of R. parkeri rickettsiosis has been confirmed by molecular and serological testing in a Spanish traveler returning from Uruguay. We report the first autochthonous human R. parkeri infection, confirmed by molecular testing in Uruguay.